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but to attach General Wrede to him with such powers that the
actual command lay in his hands. In addition, Marshal Massena
was instructed to keep a special watch on the attitude and employ-
ment of the Bavarian troops. The distrust of the Prince felt at
French headquarters was well justified. For at that time, March,
1807, there was a poem written secretly by Ludwig which began:
'Up Teutschen\ Burst the chains with which a Corsican has
fettered you/ In desperation the Crown Prince complained that
his countrymen were forced to fight for a man who had enslaved
them and not for their own homes.1

After its quick Eylau campaign, the French army remained
in winter quarters until May. The Bavarian Division was in
the area south of Pultusk, practically on the extreme right flank
of the French army which the Russians were planning to capture
by an attack at the beginning of May. On the loth of May,
fighting began for the command of the Narew, Matters became
serious. Crown Prince Ludwig, whose headquarters were at
Pultusk, realized that his Division might become the centre of
considerable fighting. He meditated upon what would happen in
Bavaria if he should fall on the battlefield, and on I3th May,
1807, made a will which was to be a guide for the new heir to
the throne.2

To my dear brother Karl! Stand firm! If I should die then . . .
you will one day do what it is my dearest wish to do ... strive
to make our Bavarians happy. Be devout, let religion be taught
. . . the Ruler and the people have need of it. ... The first-
named most of all, for otherwise what is to restrain him? Do not
follow so-called politics, but follow justice. . . . Whatever
happens do not rob your people of more freedom than is absolutely
necessary; freedom is a beautiful thing. . . . Above all, dear
Karl, be an honest man, an honest king. Do not trust Austria
altogether; at the present moment trust no country. And never,
never trust Napoleon. He may talk to you with the most deceptive
friendliness, promise to give you what you want, but never trust
him. Consider well what I have written here. I love Bavaria,
you and our father, who is the best of fathers; always be a good
son to him, and above all love God, My last farewell! Ludwig,
Crown Prince/
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